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THE YEAR IN REVIEW

The Singapore furniture industry is a
p a r t  o f  a  h u g e  g l o b a l  f u r n i t u r e
business.

Total global manufacturing output in
2002 amounted to US$190 bil l ion,
with imports growing at an average
of  7  percent  per  annum between
1995 and 2002 among the top 20
importer countries.

To ensure that  the local  furn i ture
industry r ides the wave of growth
sw i f t l y,  t he  S ingapore  Fu r n i tu re
Industries Council (SFIC) launched,
in February 2003, a comprehensive
b lue  pr in t  o f  g rowth  to  char t  the
continuous viability of the Singapore
f u r n i t u r e  t r a d e .  K n o w n  a s  t h e
F u r n i t u r e  I n d u s t r y  C a p a b i l i t y
Upgrading Programme (Furni ture
ICAP), its six major strategic thrusts
are :

• Grow and expand business globally
• Raise design standards
• Es tab l i sh  a  Fur n i tu re  Lear n ing

Institute (FLI)
• Establish an International Furniture

Trade Centre (IFTC)
• Develop immediate measures to

help industry players
• Develop & maintain industry growth

profile.

THRUST 1: GROW AND EXPAND
BUSINESS GLOBALLY

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

International Furniture Fair
Singapore 2004/ 21st ASEAN
Furniture Show (IFFS/AFS 2004)

The  I n te r na t i ona l  Fu r n i t u re  Fa i r
S i n g a p o r e  2 0 0 4 / 2 1 s t  A S E A N
Furn i tu re  Show ( IFFS/AFS 2004)
proved to be a resounding success.
It further consolidated Singapore’s
status as a thriving furniture hub in
the international furniture arena.

Held at the Singapore Expo from 1 -
5 March 2004, IFFS/AFS 2004 again
reaffirmed that the fair was indeed
the ideal ‘East meets West’ business
p la t fo rm fo r  the  g loba l  fu r n i tu re
industry. The event attracted many
prominent exhibi tors and vis i tors
from all over the world. A majority of
the part icipating furniture traders
reported that they had conducted
good business during the show-a
testimony to Singapore’s reputation
as a major furniture hub in Asia.
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INTERNATIONAL VISTORS
BREAKDOWN BY REGION

EXHIBITORS BREAKDOWN
BY REGION

“The event is very important not only for the furniture industry players, but it is also a major event eagerly awaited by
Singapore’s hotels, restaurants, and other tourism-related companies”.

Mr Lim Neo Chian
Deputy Chairman & Chief Executive
Singapore Tourism Board.

“Congratulations to the SFIC on the successful launch of the 2004 International Furniture Fair. This event represents
an important stepping stone in the Singapore furniture industry’s bid to become an internationally renowned furniture
hub known for its quality and design excellence. EDB is pleased to partner with the SFIC and key industry players to
develop the furniture business here in Singapore and groom it into a reputable player in the global market”.

Mr Tan Chek Ming
Assistant Managing Director
Economic Development Board (EDB).

LOCAL ASEAN ASIA

AMERICA EUROPE MIDDLE EAST
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I n  t o t a l ,  t h e  5 - d a y  t r a d e  e v e n t
at t racted 450 exh ib i tors  f rom 29
count r i es  and  more  than  17 ,000
t r a d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  f r o m  1 0 2
countries.  On-spot orders generated
b y  e x h i b i t o r s  d u r i n g  t h e  e v e n t
reached a record high of  US$225
million while the follow-on sales was
estimated to be at US$1.9 billion.

Bear ing  equa l  s ign i f i cance ,  th i s
year’s event had a sharp focus on
furniture design and on show were
many furniture innovations, which
g a v e  t h i s  y e a r ’s  t r a d e  s h o w - a
refreshing edge, and a more vibrant
business buzz.

With the organisation of the Furniture
Des ign  Award ,  Fu r n i tu re  Des ign
F o r u m  a n d  i n a u g u r a t i o n  o f  t h e
Design Gallery, IFFS/AFS 2004 was
successfully positioned as a forward
looking trade event that sets trends
for what’s next in furniture.

Not only did these special  design
features add diversity, richness and
pomp to the trade fair, the vast array
of ideas showcased differentiated
IFFS/AFS 2004 from other shows in
Asia, establishing it as a world class
furniture event.

Overseas Fairs, Missions and
Business Matching Programmes

To extend the global market reach
of the Singapore furniture industry,
S F I C  s t e p p e d  u p  t h e  i n d u s t r y ’s
marke t ing  p resence  in  s t ra teg ic
o v e r s e a s  l o c a t i o n s .  S F I C  a l s o
enhanced i ts  bus iness  match ing
initiatives to leverage the worldwide
interest in Asian furniture.

F a i r s ,  m i s s i o n s  a n d  b u s i n e s s
matching programmes were actively
o rg a n i s e d  t o  h e l p  o u r  m e m b e r
companies scour for new business
opportunities internationally.

Fairs

For  the  8 th  success ive  year,  the
SFIC set aside funding from its coffer
t o  h e l p  m e m b e r s  d e v e l o p  a n d
expand the i r  expor t  bus iness  a t
internat ional  t rade shows,  which
include:
•  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F u r n i t u r e  F a i r

Cologne, Germany
• International Furniture Fair Tokyo,
   Japan
•  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F u r n i t u r e  F a i r

Singapore
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Business Missions

A series of business missions were
organised to help members look into
new market potentials and leverage
business opportunities abroad.

USA

In October 2003, a delegation of 12
members visited USA to gain a better
understanding of the modus operandi
of High Point (The Furniture Capital
of the World), as well as, to update
themselves on the latest retail trends
and explore t rade development
opportunities in High Point / Chicago.

Asia

The SFIC a lso led miss ions to
Shanghai in September 2003 and
Southern China (namely Guangzhou,
Shenzhen and Dongguan) in May
2004.  The latter was undertaken by
a 26-person team comprising of high-
level representatives from the SFIC
Executive Committee, EDB Singapore,
IE Singapore, JTC Corporation and
SPRING Singapore.

ASEAN

To meet the challenges of the highly
competitive global economy, regional
collaboration is essential to leverage
business advantages.  The well-

received mission to Indonesia, which
was organised in collaboration with
various ASEAN furniture trade entities,
was a good case in point. Such
business collaboration helped key
furniture bodies from ASEAN to
collectively meet and take on specific
market challenges and threats.  It also
helped bring about greater economic
co-operation which are mutual ly
benef ic ia l  among ne ighbour ing
countries.

Business Matching & Promotional
Activities

Globalisation has increased the size
of  the market  ava i lab le  to  the
Singapore furniture industry. It enables
industry players to take advantage of
economies-of-scale and exploit their
comparative advantage.

SFIC has been instrumental in helping
members look for overseas business
par tne rs  th rough  inbound and
o u t b o u n d  b u s i n e s s - m a t c h i n g
a c t i v i t i e s .  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r
partnerships come in various forms;
including licensing of technology,
exchange of expertise, joint ventures,
joint research & development projects,
contract manufacturing, marketing
and distribution agreements.
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COLLECTIVE INITIATIVES

The Furniture Square

The Furniture Square at IMM is home
to 22 Singapore furniture manufac-
turers. Initiated and managed by the
SFIC since 1992, this group-retailing
concept  is the first in Singapore. The
initiative has also benefited members
by  fac i l i t a t ing  g rowth  th rough
economies  o f  sca le ,  co l lect ive
branding and design, high standards
of  qua l i t y  cont ro l ,  as  we l l  as
appropriate pricing.

Good Furniture Retailers Scheme
(GFRS)

The Good Furniture Retailers Scheme
(GFRS), initiated by the SFIC in May
1993 and endorsed by Consumer
Association of Singapore (CASE), has
helped consumers achieve informed
purchase decisions. Furthermore, the
scheme has also helped ensure quality
of the goods and served as a mediator
in settling disputes amicably between
consumers and retailers.

All retailers certified under the GFRS
will need to have a proven track record
of selling good quality furniture. They
must  a lso prov ide profess ional
services, which includes clear price
tagging of products, issuing of valid

receipts and providing money-back
guarantees, as well as, a further 12-
month warranty for all their items sold
to consumers.

Overseas Industry Cluster

Faced with the challenge of rising
operational costs as a result of high
land and labour cost and the lack of
raw materials in Singapore, furniture
companies need to global ise to
leverage the abundance of resources
and a more cost-effective climate
abroad to ensure long-term viability.

To this,  SFIC has been act ively
encouraging members to form industry
clusters or consortia presence in
targeted international markets to
diversify their customer portfolio and
find new bases for growth. The 19
members  i n  the  350 ,000  sqm
Singapore Furniture Industry Park –
Kunshan is clear testimony of what
companies can achieve overseas
through col lect ive strength and
collabroation.

SFIC currently represents 95% of
furniture manufacturers in Singapore.
Of whom, 65% have established
o f f sho re  ope ra t i ons  i n  Ch ina ,
Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar and
Vietnam.
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THRUST 2: RAISE DESIGN
STANDARDS

To ensure long term sustainability, it
is imperative that the Singapore
furniture industry moves away from a
manufacturing-led paradigm where
the competition lies in quality and low
cost to a design-led one where the
marke t  edge  depends  on  the
superiority of knowledge, design &
research capital. Boasting a highly
educated workforce that is reliable
and knowledgeable, SFIC strongly
believes that a design-led export
manufacturing business model will
g ive a compet i t ive edge to the
Singapore furniture industry.

The SFIC spearheaded the design-led
business paradigm with design
exchanges, work collaborations and
lea r n ing  p rog rammes  be tween
local/international design institutions
to nurture design talents. During the
year, the SFIC conducted activities
like The Furniture Design Award,
Furniture Design Forum, as well as
providing facilities like formal and
informal meeting areas for designers
to gather and network.

Furniture Design Award (FDA) 2004

Supported by IE Singapore, Designers
Association of Singapore, Interior
Design Confederation (Singapore),
Singapore Institute of Architects and

American Hardwood Export Council,
the FDA not only seeks to nurture
budding design talents and innovative
design firms but also to act as the
platform for constructive design
exchange. The FDA also acts as the
launch pad for creative and innovative
designs in Asia.

Based on the theme “New Asia”, FDA
2004 aga in  gar nered the  best
creations in the industry. The event
drew 334 entries, a 60% increase over
the last event.

The Students Category saw an
overwhelming 72% increase in entries,
with the main bulk of the 244 entries
coming from students of Temasek
Polytechnic, National University of
Singapore, LaSalle SIA, Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts,  Nanyang
Polytechnic, Singapore Polytechnic,
Inspiration Design School and Raffles
LaSalle.  In addition, there was an
encouraging six-fold increase in
entr ies received from secondary
schools.

The Young Designers Category, which
was extended from ASEAN to the
Asia-Pacific countries, saw a total of
71 entries from Austral ia, China,
Singapore and Thailand. The figure
represents a 6% increase over the last
event.
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The inaugural Open Category, for
professional design talents globally,
attracted 19 regional and international
design talents from America, Australia,
India, Indonesia, The Philippines,
Singapore and Thailand.

2nd Furniture Design Forum 2004

SFIC also successfully organised the
2nd Furn i ture Design Forum in
conjunction with FDA and IFFS/AFS
2004. Four distinguished speakers,
namely Chief Designer from IKEA, Lars
Engman, Furniture Designer-maker
Phi l ip Koomen f rom the United
Kingdom, Chr istopher Pi l let ,  an
internat ional ly renowned French
Designer, and Singapore’s own home-
grown talent, Andrew Pang, shared
their insights and views at the Forum.
The forum attracted a total of 250
participants, a 2 -fold increase as
compared to the inaugural event.

Design Talks And Exhibitions

To raise public awareness of the
designs by the local furniture industry,
SFIC organised public events such as
design talks at the Orchard Library
and other locations to provide the
public with an insight into the furniture
industry and to share current design
trends.  The SFIC also participated in
the  exh ib i t ion  segment  o f  the
International Design Forum to further
profile the creative works of FDA
winners.

International Furniture Design
Advisory Panel

An International Furniture Design
Advisory Panel comprising renowned
l o c a l  a n d  o v e r s e a s  d e s i g n
professionals was also formed to
catapult SFIC’s design initiatives to
greater heights.

Ministerial Visit

The SFIC was honoured to be included
by the DesignSingapore Council as
o n e  o f  t h e  d e s i g n - l e d  t r a d e
associations in Dr Lee Boon Yang,
M i n i s t e r  f o r  I n f o r m a t i o n ,
Communications and the Arts (MICA)’s
series of visits.   This milestone event,
involving 32 MICA Officials, SFIC
Executive Committee members and
industry leaders, was held on 24 June
2004 at Kingsmen Creative Centre.

Attachment Programmes

To help the industry groom more
design talents, SFIC also facilitated
industry attachment programmes for
design students to member com-
panies to let them gain more exposure
in a realistic work environment. Such
industrial attach-ments also offer
opportunities for training and retention
of talents within the industry.
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THRUST 3: ESTABLISH A
FURNITURE LEARNING
INSTITUTE (FLI)

Supported by SPRING Singapore and
the Singapore Workforce Development
Agency, the FLI was launched on 29
January 2004 by Mr Chan Soo Sen,
Minister of State for Education and
Community Development & Sports.

FLI aims to address the industry’s
needs in areas of professional and
skills development; and in the long
term, develop a knowledge-based
furniture industry for Singapore.

Currently, FLI offers a host of cus-
tomised and certified programmes for
the industry.

F L I  a l s o  c o n d u c t e d  f o r u m s ,
workshops, and the CEO Learning
Circle programme for mid-to-high-
level managerial personnel of industry
players. The primary thrust of the
workshops was on how to bui ld
enduring enterprises.

THRUST 4: ESTABLISH AN
INTERNATIONAL FURNITURE
TRADE CENTRE (IFTC)

The IFTC is another key component
of Furniture ICAP which aims at
deve lop ing the indust ry  in to  a
significant furniture player in the global
market.

It serves to put in place the necessary
infrastructure and pillars required for
a one-stop permanent showcase for
both local and international sellers to
reach out to buyers all over the world.
The plan is to have an export cum
retail showcase, a design village, FLI,
office space and warehousing support
for the furniture industry.

Such a centre would give the industry
the extra edge to anchor the local
players and encourage them to
expand their BHQ operations. It also
a i m s  t o  a t t r a c t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l
companies to use Singapore as a
springboard into the region and
beyond. These will be the engines of
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growth that enlarge the industry and
entrench our position as a premier
furniture hub providing comprehensive
and holistic solutions in the global
furniture market.

Recognising that the IFTC offers
t remendous  potent ia l ,  SF IC i s
currently working very closely with
EDB, JTC, IE Singapore, SPRING
Singapore and other relevant agencies
on the Design, FLI and IFTC Action
Plans to generate an integrated
strategic blueprint for the benefit of
the local furniture industry.

THRUST 5 : DEVELOP IMMEDIATE
MEASURES TO HELP INDUSTRY
PLAYERS

To ensure that the three-year Furniture
ICAP would be of immediate relevance
to industry players, SFIC also explored
real-time relief measures to assist
industry players in riding through the
economic uncertainties.

A 2nd Member Assistance Scheme
was launched during the year to give
financial support to members, allowing
them to enhance their  business
capabilities and sharpen their com-
petitive edge.

Up to S$1.3 million was provided for
the period between 15 October 2003
and 31 December 2004 to help
members expand and upgrade their
business operations and offset their
space rental costs at the IFFS/AFS
2004. The funding also helped mem-
bers relief temporary replacement
costs when staff are sent to FLI for
training.

SFIC also collaborated with the Six+6
Trade Alliance and relevant authorities
to review tender payment terms and
conditions to facilitate a more con-
ducive business environment for local
contract furniture manufacturing
players.
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THRUST 6: DEVELOP & MAINTAIN
INDUSTRY GROWTH PROFILE

The SFIC believes that developing and
maintaining growth for the industry is
cr i t ical  to securing international
confidence and faith in the local
furniture industry and Singapore, as
a renowned international furniture hub.

Inaugural Singapore Furniture
Industry Awards

To bolster the industry’s branding
efforts, SFIC launched an inaugural
Singapore Furniture Industry Awards
to give recognition to and honour
o u t s t a n d i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d
enterprises in the manufacturing,
reta i l ing and contract  furn i ture
manufacturing sectors.

Supported by IE Singapore & SPRING
Singapore, the response from the
furniture industry was met with much
enthusiasm, with 258 entries received
for the inaugural Awards.

The winners are:

The Furniture Manufacturer Award
........................................................
• Winner : HTL International

Holdings Ltd
• Finalists : Koda Ltd

Design Studio Furniture
Manufacturer Ltd

The Furniture Retailer Award
........................................................
• Winner : Novena Holdings Limited
• Finalists : Supreme Furnishing 

Centre Pte Ltd
Air Division Pte Ltd

The Interior Builder Award
........................................................
• Winner : Kingsmen Projects

Pte Ltd
• Finalists : Nobel Design Holdings 

Ltd
JC Packer’s System
Pte Ltd

The Outstanding Individual Award
........................................................
• Winner : Joe Song

(Novena Holdings Limited)
• Finalists : Jason Hong

   (Cellini Design Center
Pte Ltd)

   Kok Sia Yew
(V-Mark Woodcraft (S)
Pte Ltd)
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The Young Furniture Designer Award
........................................................
• Young Designers Category 2003 :

Goh Ray Vees

• Students Category 2003 :
Han Kiang Siew

Formation Of Strategic Alliances

Recognising that companies within
the Singapore furniture industry have
similar needs, the SFIC also works
closely with relevant government
agencies, industry associations, and
companies to develop industry-wide
applications to promote new initiatives
launched by the government to the
SFIC members.

On a national basis, the SFIC con-
tinues to serve as a bridge between
the government and semi-government
organisations, and trade bodies to
ensure that the industry’s views are
c o n s i d e re d  w h e n  f o r m u l a t i n g
legislative policies.

The SFIC is represented in the
Singapore Manufacturers' Federation,
Singapore Chinese Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Singapore

Associat ion of  Convent ion and
Exhibition Organisers and Suppliers,
S ingapore  Nat iona l  Employers '
Federation, as well as Singapore
Institute of Management.

At  the regional  level ,  the SFIC
continues to represent Singapore in
the ASEAN Furni ture Industr ies
Council (AFIC).

Other Industry Networking
Activities

On a lighter note, several networking
activities were also held during the
year to create added opportunities for
m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s
associates to establish closer rapport
and business relations.

These include :

• Chinese New Year Celebrations
• Golf Tournament
• Bowling Tournament
• Annual Dinner & Dance
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29 2004 media clippings

The International Furniture Fair Singapore 2004/
21st ASEAN Furniture Show (IFFS/AFS 2004)
proved to be a resounding success once again
this year.

36 • ASIAN TIMBER • MARCH/APRIL.2004

Singapore - The Singapore Furniture Industries Council (SFIC)
has announced the winner of the inaugural Singapore Furniture
Industry Award competition. The awards are supported by

International Enterprise Singapore and the Standards,
Productivity & Innovation Board. The competition received a
total of 258 submissions. It is part of the Furniture Industry
Capability Upgrading Program aimed to facilitate the
transformation of the Singapore furniture industry and assist
local businesses and exporters to stay relevant in an increasingly
competitive market.

According to Mr. James Koh, President of SFIC, the Singapore
Furniture Industry Awards leaders with best practices, innovative
idea, and strong entrepreneurial spirit. In the process, SFIC
hopes it will inspire the others.

There were two main categories for the competition-
Entreprise category and Individual category. Three awards were
given in the Entreprise category. According to Mr. Sim Kah
Choon, Chairman of the SFIA organizing committee and
Honorary Secretary of SFIC, the main judging criteria were
financial growth, market leadership as well as management
philosophy. For the Furniture Manufacturer Award, the finalists
were; HTL International, Design Studio and Koda. For the
Furniture Retailer Award, the three finalists were Novena
Holdings, Supreme Furnishing Centre and Air Division. Kingsmen
Projects, JC Packer’s System and Novel Design were the finalists
for the Interior Builder Award.

In the Individual category, the Young Designer Award
winners were Goh Ray Vees in the Young Designers category
and Han Kiang Siew in the Students category. The contest for
the Outstanding Individual Award were among Joe Song Yeow

SFIC Annouces Winners of the Singapore
Furniture Industry Awards 2003

SINGAPORE FURNITURE
INDUSTRY AWARDS ‘03

Singapore - The Singapore Furniture industries Council
(SFIC) has announced the launch of its 2nd Member Assistance
Scheme, aimed at providing financial leverage for Singapore
furniture industry players to enhance their business capabilities
and sharpen their competitive edge. It is part of the Furniture
Industry Capability Upgrading Program aimed to facilitate
the transformation of the Singapore furniture indsutry and
assist local businesses and exporters to stay relevant in an
increasingly competitive market.

SFIC will provide up to S$1.3 million in funding under this
scheme. It is refinement of the council’s 1st member Assistance
Scheme conducted from December 2001 to June 2003 with
the allocation of S$1 million in financial support. Mr. James
Koh, President of SFIC reiterated the intention of the new
scheme to better help members “restructure for th dynamic
global economy, as well as deal with immediate problems.

According to Mr. Alison Kwok, Chairman and Furniture
Industry Capability Upgrading Program Working Committee
and Honarary Treasurer of SFIC, the 2nd scheme is divided

into three specific areas of financial assistance. First, all
members will be allocated a quantum ranging from S#500
to S$6000 based on membership status and duration with
SFIC. The amount can be drawn on to offset cost of
participation in any SFIC activities as well as approved
Development Assistance Programs by IE Singapore and Spring
Singapore.

Over and above the quantum, financial assistance in the
form of subsidies up to S$18,000 is provided to members’
participation in the Internation Furniture Fair Singapore
2004/21st ASEAN Furniture Show (IFFS/AFS2004), a premier
furniture event in Asia held annually.

The 3rd area of the scheme will cover the formation of an
“Employees Training Relief Fund” for assistance to members
for employment costs related to training through the Furniture
Learning Institute, a training institute which SFIC is planning
to established. The validity period of the 2nd Member
Assistance Scheme is from 15 October 2003 to 31 December
2004.

Singapore Furniture Industry Gets
Injection of S$1.3 Million Assistance

I n d u s t r y  N e w s

I n d u s t r y  N e w s

been recognised as the leading trade fair
in its field. Held at the Singapore Expo from
March 1 to 5, the fair’s presentation of
furniture was once again broad, diversified and
unique in scope from around the globe. The
event showcased more than 25,000 pieces of
furniture and furnishing products from 450
exhibitors, who come from a total of 29
countries. These exhibitors occupied more
than 50,000 m2 of floor space at the Singapore
Expo. The vast majority of the exhibitors
expressed that they were very satisfied with
the results from the show. Indeed, the
Singapore Furniture Industries Council
(SFIC), who was the organiser of the even,
reported that at the close of the show, some
20,000 m2 of gross space had already been
booked for IFFS/AFS 2005.

In terms of visitors, 17,126 professionals
attended the fair, which was an increase of
4.5 per cent over IFFS/AFS 2003. Visitors
hail from 102 countries spread across all
continents of the world.

During the show, exhibitors generated USD
225 million of on-the-spot orders during the
event. The organisers also estimated that
IFFS/AFS 2004 exhibitors would generate
USD 1.9 billion of follow-on sales for the year
2004.

“I am very pleased to note that the fair
attracted many prominent exhibitors from all
over the world, and that generally, they had
done good business. This is an indication that
Singapore is living up to its reputation as a
major furniture hub in Asia,” says James
Koh, President fo the Singapore Furniture
Industries Council.

True to traditions, this year’s furniture fair
included plenty of innovation in furniture,
which gave the industry a refreshingly
different touch. These included furntirue
designers’ interpretations of what the future of
the furniture, both at the Furniture Design
Award and the Design Gallery. Not only did
these special features add diversity and
richness to the fair this year, bu the vast array
of ideas represented by exhibitors created a
show that is very different from other
furniture shows in Asia.

Massimilliano Ortolan, associate sales director
of DeCoro Ltd (Italy)  remarks,  “The
IFFS/AFS is a good window for DeCoro. We
meet up with some of our existing customers
as well as several new ones. It is also one of
the best fiars in the region and alone in this
fair, we secure more than 30 new customer
accounts including major ones from United




